REPEATERS
WSBAP/R 146.850 - 600K
WSBAP/R 146.925 -600K

WS8BAP/R 444.425 + 5M Wide area Network

KASWWI/R 53.230 - 1M
WS8BAP-1 Digi 144.390

NETS

SVARC 146.850 Mondays & Thur. @8:30pm
OSSBN 3.972.5 @ 10:30am, 4:15pm, 6:45pm

COTN +147.24 @7:15pm Daily

SSTV -146.850 1st Monday each Month@
9:00pm

SSTV -146.925 Every Sunday night @ 7:00
P.M.

SSTV -145.490 1st Sunday each Month@

7:00pm Ohio Severe Weather Network
-146.760 or -146.925 When Needed

SVARC NET CONTROLLERS
Mike Matheuws KCSWIW

Marv K8KX

Jim KC8TYS

SVARC OFFICERS

President: Jim Snodgrass KC8TYS

Vice-president: Mike Matheuws KCSWIW

Secretary: Jim Boyce KDSBWV
Treasurer: Jim Anzelmo WBENNJ
Trustee: Steve Newland N§TUW

Trustee: Shawn Coppel KDSFJH
Trustee: Baratt ABSNL

MEMBERSHIP
INFORMATION

Jim Anzelmo WBSNNIJ

1304 Randall Ct., Chillicothe, OH
45601 SVARC Web Site:
www.gsl.net/w8bap

James Snodgrass KC8TYS
jimsnodgrass@roadrunner.com
306 E. 4th St. Waverly, OH 45690-
1415

NEWSLETTER STAFF
Editor: Jim Boyce KDSBWV
Publishers: Jim Boyce KDEBWV
Advertising: Marv Turner K8KX
CONTRIBUTORS: Anyone /
Everyone.

Articles may be submitted via the
following:

mail hardcopy , call editor at 740-851-

4720 or send email to
bovceijrd(@roadrunner.com

S cloto ValleyAmateur Radio

Club

April 2009 Volume 55, Issue 4
Jim Boyce

604 W. 5" St.

Chillicothe, Ohio 45601

SVARC Monthly Gatherings
Regular Meeting 3rd Thursday

of the month:

Thursday April 19, 2009
Elmer’s/Social Night Whenever +
Thursday May 2, 2009



http://www.qsl.net/w8bap
mailto:jimsnodgrass@adelphia.net
mailto:boycejr4@roadrunner.com

SCIOTO VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES
March 19, 2009, 2009

Meeting called to order at 7:30 PM., by President Jim Snodgrass with the pledge of allegiance.
The following members/guests were present.

KD8CHP Jesse KC8TYS Jim
KD8FJH Shawn WB8NNIJ Jim
N8SBQ Rick AB8NL Baratt
KC8WIW Mike KD8&JSM John
WB8GZM Betty K8CLJ Dick
N8ZEU Carl KC8BBT Bruce
WB8GRX John WS8LXJ Bob
N8SIZ Jim AA8YN Rich
KD8BWYV Jim KD8KBW John

Previous Meeting Minutes: The previous meeting minutes were available for reading and were approved.

Treasures Report: The treasurers report was given by WB8NNJ Jim and approved.

Health and Welfare reports: There were no reports

Repeater Report:.
Repeater Comments/ Status
925 Appears to have a wind issue and some interference from stations in Cincinnati. Adding tones (74.4)
was discussed
850 Is working fine
440 Working good
6 Meter Down.
The radios are in good shape but there appears to be a problem with the antenna
Digi This repeater went on line in mid march Thanks to Shawn. Good reports have been received.
Old Business:

1. Fish Fry did not get a date in the park. This is on hold for now. This is a good fund raiser but a new chairperson is
needed. Any takers to take over from Marv.

2. Nothing new on 501C3. Jim S is still working on details, but with tax time upon us it will need to wait until after
mid April.

3. Mike KC8WIW is still working on ARRL Affiliation.

4. Mike is looking for more net controllers. It is fun and a great way to improve your skills.

5. Jim A has repaired the 35A power supply.

6. TOSRYV has requester the use of our repeater to support the bike tour and we expect to support them again this year.

New Business:

1. Field day is being planned. Jim A will help set up the electronics. Do we want to do the day at the clubhouse or
some place else? A picnic is under discussion for earlier in the day (Sat). There will need to be some work on
antenna prior to field day. There also needs to be a leader for food.

2. Pest control (termites) needs to be done. It was suggested to wait until after Dayton because of the cost. Other
methods as being explored.

3. Gates. Jim is looking for some gates to install instead of the cable in the drive. Any one have a source?

4. Paint is being sought for the clubhouse. Work parties are being discussed and will be needed.

5. Jesse has been in contact with the Red Cross. They are interested in partnering with us and may provide us with
some space. They may have some staff interested in getting their license.

6. ABSNL won 50/50 and donated it back to the club.

Motion to adjourn at 8:30PM



SVARC

Newsletter for April 2009

As I start this newsletter I am in Wisconsin visiting my Mom. I have been explaining to
her (she is 89) what being a Ham is. We made a drive past the guy down the street in
Green Bay that has a tower and a good selection of antenna on the tower. We also talked
about days in my youth about my Dad and his interest in CB (before the truckers started
using it) His call was KHA9187. It was a long time ago.

I also pulled out a notebook and stuff from my laptop case. In the notebook was the
doodles and notes form field day year before last. Also there were a couple on blank
pages from a logbook that I had taken on vacation last year.

These reminded me of the fun last two years at field and of a QSO I had on my way to
Green Bay. As I was leaving the State of Ohio, I heard a call on 2 meter simplex and I
answered it. His reply was that his name was Jim, he was crossing the state line on his
way to Chicago. My reply was that my name was Jim, [ was crossing the state line on my
way to Chicago. Needless to say he got a kick out of that. He was a couple of miles being
me and so we had a nice talk. He was a ham for a couple of years and last year upgraded
to General. He also commented on the fact that he really enjoyed Field Day last year and
was looking forward to this year.

: I told him about our Field days and the clubhouse.
Erom the President. He was impressed. It reminded me that we as
Jim had more to say that would fit | fortunate to have a clubhouse and how pleasurable
in this box so it is later in this Field Day is. Have you made plans? The
latter. discussions have been started and the beginning
Thank you 73" plans have been discussed in the minutes.
Jim S KC8TYS

Once again at the meeting we had a really good

turnout. There will always be room for more but
being there shows support and is an opportunity for good fellowship, a bit of learning and
sharing, and if you come we all will need to find someone else to talk about.

Ok I got away form my notebook and stuff I found in my computer case. There were a
couple of blank log pages. I had taken them on my trip to the beach along with a HF radio
a small vertical antenna with some coils and a small power supply (a car starter battery
pack). It was a couple of interesting nights operating on the beach and talking to the folks
that stopped by. Have you thought about portable operation? A little thought and
planning can lead to a lot of fun. It might not be a DX operation but not at home is not at
home and it can be fun and different and a little of a challenge.




Shawn KD8FJH sent the following information for all of us. His Digi is up and running
and so here is some information about this mode.

I'm not sure what all information you were looking for, but I'll throw
you some notes and maybe you can "dress it up for dinner"...

APRS is a digital mode that allows a packet of data to be sent,
relayed, and received over a network of (usually) VHF stations. GPS
location reports are the most common data transmitted over the network,
but weather reports, telemetry, text messages, and other data can be
passed as well.

The basic part of APRS is a "tracker" which is a GPS-modem-radio
combination to send position reports. These are often heard directly
by other stations (a home PC running APRS software, or mobile unit with
display capability) and plotted on a map. Some packets cannot be heard
directly, and will be repeated via a Digipeater (or digi).

Some "base" stations include a ”“gateway" functionality, and allow
packets to be passed from "RF" to the "internet" and vice versa. This
makes station tracking possible through websites such as findu.com and
openaprs.org.

The digi located at the SVARC Clubhouse began test operations in March
2008 under the callsign of W8BAP-1. It is currently running on a
Diamond X-200 antenna mounted at approx 75 feet on the ROHN-45 tower.
A Yaesu FT-1802 radio (TX at 25 watts) equipped with a TNC-X and
uSmartDigi daughterboard makes up the active electronics.

The digi operates in this manner: It receives a packet on the VHF APRS
frequency of 144.390 MHz. It then decodes the packet, determining the
data type, location (if a position report), a "hop count" and other

information. It then compares the packets values to a set of
conditions to decide whether the packet is to be re- transmitted or
dropped. In this particular configuration, a packet is only passed if

it has any repeats available (via the hop count), and have a position
within 40 miles of the clubhouse and/or a few other conditions (valid
weather report, valid telemetry, text message, etc.). If the packet is
to be transmitted, it is then re- transmitted. All this occurs in only
a few seconds.

73
KD8FJH / Shawn

There are a couple of upcoming Hamfests in Ohio this month.

On April 19 there is the 55th Annual Hamfest, Electronics, & Computer Show
Cuyahoga Falls Amateur Radio Club

On April 26 there is the Athens Hamfest 2009, by the Athens County Amateur Radio
Association. http://www.ac-ara.org

Talk-In: 145.15 and the contact is Drew McDaniel, WEMHV

61 Briarwood Drive

Athens, OH 45701

Phone: 740-592-2106



http://www.ac-ara.org/

Fax: 740-593-9184
Email: mcdanied@ohiou.edu

Remind you of the local
hamfest scene or of
Dayton?

Just a few thoughts
that have been shared
withg me of that I cam
up with myself ;-)

As I was looking through
the operating activities I
noticed a couple of
things. There is an
Operating activity for
Murfreesboro, TN. I
believe they had a tornado
there this week. If this
event station makes it on
the air, I bet they will
have some interesting
stories of ham radio in
action.

This all leads me into
another thought. Skyarn
and being a weather
spotter. There are nets
and classes to help with
sever weather. It is sever
weather time in Ohio and
so now is the time o think
about getting some
training and checking into
a net. The time to do all
this is before it is needed and not when the warning is being sounded.

Another operating station on the list is MIT. There was a recent article
about MIT and the fact that it is the oldest amateur club/station in the
country. Might be worth giving them a QSO. That also leads me to a comment
about education. There is a thing called open courseware on the web. This
is where colleges place their classed online for FREE and anyone can take
them (no credit of course). All MIT classes are on the Web along with many
more. Some are technical in nature and might be interesting to expand your
knowledge, and other are less focused on the technical and might be
interesting to expand you understand of everything else.

Remember as you plan for Dayton that in addition to the Flea market and
the manufactures to talk to there are also many great presentation about
all facets of ham radio from DX to kits building to contesting to digital
modes.

Operating Activities
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Here are a few special activities fro the ARR website. There are more there is you care to
look.

Apr 16-Apr 18, 0600Z-0600Z, Bellevue, NE. Bellevue Amateur Radio Club, WOWY'V.
50™ Anniversary of the club. 7.035 PSK 14.247 7.030 CW 3.850 50.125 147.390 gen
portion of bands. QSL. BARC, 7518 Chandler Hills Dr, Bellevue, NE 68147-2108.
bellevuearc.org

Apr 18, 1500Z-2100Z, Westbury, NY. Great South Bay Amateur Radio Club, W2GSB.
Radio Day Long Island Wireless Reliving Radio History. 14.275 7.275 3.850 28.230.
QSL. W2GSB/Radio day, PO Box 1356, West Babylon, NY 11704. www.gsbarc.org
Apr 18, 1700Z-2300Z, Porterville, CA. Tulare County ARES, W6J. 48™ Annual Jackass
Mail Run from Porterville to Springville. 146.880 21.310 14.290 7.190. Certificate. Hal
Clover, Tulare County ARES, PO Box 121, Porterville, CA 93258. www.tcares.us

Apr 18-Apr 19, 1400Z-0100Z, Orange, VA. Albemarle Amateur Radio Club, W4DO.
Stonewall Jackson BSA Council Camporee - Montpelier. 14.230 7.215 3.815 3.530.
QSL. AARC, PO Box 6833, Charlottesville, VA 22906. www.albemarleradio.org

Apr 18-Apr 19, 1600Z-1800Z, Carlisle, MA. Police Amateur Radio Team, K1P.
Patriots' Day in Massachusetts. 80 m thru 10 m. QSL. K1P/2009, PO Box 503, Westford,
MA 01886. kbloig@arrl.net

Apr 24-Apr 25, 1200Z-0000Z, Springfield, IL. Sangamon Valley Radio Club, N9L. Boy
Scouts of America Lincoln Trail Hike. SSB 14.225 7.225 CW 14.030 7.030. QSL. SVRC
c/o American Red Cross, Illinois Capital Area Chapter, 1045 Outer Park Dr, Springfield,
IL 62704-4408. www.svrc.org

repairguy.net/ACS/index.html

Apr 30-May 14, 1909Z-2009Z, Cambridge, MA. MIT Radio Society, W1MX/100. 100"
Anniversary of MIT Radio Society. 14.275 7.275 7.045 3.530. QSL. MIT Radio Society,
77 Massachusetts Ave, Room 50-358, Cambridge, MA 02139. web.mit.edu/w 1l mx/www

May 2009

May 1-Dec 31, 0100Z-2359Z, Republic of Macedonia. Macedonia Telegraphic Group,
Z30MCWG. 15" Jubilee of MCWG. 28.080 24.900 21.020 18.080 14.020 10.120 7.020
3.520 1.820. QSL. Valdimir Kovaceski, Z35M, Sava Kovacevic 47 G/55, 1000 Skopje,
REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA. Special Event began February 20, 2009.
www.qrz.com/z30mcwg

May 2-May 3, 1300Z-0700Z, Bryce Canyon National Park, UT. Gary Keck, KE7DX.
Bryce Canyon National Park Operation. 14.255 14.040 7.235 7.040. QSL. Gary Keck,
KE7DX, PO Box 18135, Tucson, AZ 85731.
www.marketemporium.com/joomla/ke7dx_menu

May 2-May 3, 1500Z-0100Z, Murfreesboro, TN. Short Mountain Repeater Club,
W4YXA. Celebrating the 30t Anniversary of SMRC. 21.300 14.285 7.220 3.820. QSL.
Lyle Townsend, 1037 Chris Dr, Portland, TN 37148. www.shortmountain.org

May 2-May 3, 1300Z-0000Z, Millville, NJ. W2A. Astronomy Day 2009; share the joy
of astronomy. 14.240 14.070 7.240 7.070. Certificate. Holly Dome Observatory, 356
Briar Dr, Millville, NJ 08332. www.HollyDome.com

May 2-May 3, 2000Z-2100Z, Aquinnah, MA. Fall River Amateur Radio Club and Team
HAMCOW, W1ACT/P. IOTA NA046, Dukes Cty, US Islands MA-005S, NEQP. 14.280
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14.040 7.040 3.540. QSL. Roland Daignault, N1JOY, 19 Davis Rd, Westport, MA
02790-3433. hamcow.net Or gsl.net/bcra
May 8-May 25, 1500Z-0300Z, Indianapolis, IN. Indianapolis Motor Speedway Amateur
Radio Club, W9IMS. 93™ running of the Indianapolis 500. 21.340 14.240 7.240 3.840.
QSL. Indianapolis Motor Speedway ARC, PO Box 18495, Indianapolis, IN 46218-0495.
Certificate and QSL availablevww.w9ims.com
May 9, 1600Z-2359Z, San Diego, CA. USS Midway (CV 41) Museum Radio Room,
NI6IW. Commemorating the Armed Forces Day, and participation in the annual MARS -
Amateur Radio Cross Band Communications Tests. SSB 14.320 7.250 CW 14.060 7.055
PSK-31 7.070-7.080 RTTY 14.080 7.080 2m/70cm SOCAL rep WIN. QSL. USS
Midway (CV 41) Museum Radio Room, 910 Harbor Dr, S, CA 92101.
aféha@yahoo.com
May 9, 1700Z-2300Z, Wrightwood, CA. Wrightwood Communications Group,
KW6WW. Wildfire & Disaster Awareness Day 2009. 145.280 -131.8. QSL. Wrightwood
Communications Group, PO Box 3100, Wrightwood, CA 92397. This Special Event will
be held on the Table Mountain 2m repeater at 145.280 (-) 388 kw6ww.com
May 9-May 10, 1300Z-0100Z, Franklin, IN. Mid-State Amateur Radio Club, WOM. 25-
Year Anniversary of the Mid-State Amateur Radio Club. 21.340 14.240 7.240 146.520.
QSL. MARC, PO Box 836, Franklin, IN 46131. www.midstatehams.org
May 15-May 17, 1300Z-1700Z, Dayton, OH. Dayton Amateur Radio Association,
W1AW/8. Dayton Hamvention and ARRL National Convention. 147.55 28.470 25.050
14.270 14.050 7.227 7.050. QSL. ARRL - W1AW, Joe Carcia, NJ1Q, 225 Main St,
Newington, CT 06111-1494. www.hamvention.org
May 15-May 18, 1000Z-0000Z, Dayton, OH. Feld Hell Club, W8H. Promoting digital
mode: Feld Hellschreiber at Dayton Hamvention. 21.074 14.074 10.136 7.074. QSL.
Scott Pettigrew, 6015 Driftwood Ct, Maineville, OH 45039. www.feldhellclub.org

CQ Public Service Editor Bob Josuweit, WA3PZO, relays the following update from Greg
Mossop, GODUB, the International Amateur Radio Union's Emergency Communications
Coordinator for Region 1 (Europe and Africa):

The 7045 kHz frequency is in use linking local rescue and coordination centres with Protezione
Civile in Rome. Cell phone capacity in the are is being increased and a second wave of
volunteers and workers are being prepared to go to the area to take over from the first
responders.

The request to keep 7045 clear remains active and now more important that a formal net seems
to exist.

DARC (Germany's national amateur radio organization) has pointed me to the following YouTube
link showing the local amateurs at work in the area:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tq8JLqgf5 Bo

There are now 7000 volunteers involved in the response and the reported frequencies for activity
locally are:

* R4 CH-145.700 Prefettura di Pescara
* RU 8 CH- 430.800 " "
* R1 AQ -145.625 Coordinamento


http://qsl.net/bcra
http://www.w9ims.com/
mailto:
http://www.kw6ww.com/
http://www.midstatehams.org/
http://www.hamvention.org/
http://www.feldhellclub.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tq8JLqf5_Bo

* HF 7.045 Headquarter in Roma of Protezione Civile

Other frequencies are being used inside the groups of volunteers as you can see from the many
VHF frequencies shown on the Youtube footage.

From the PRESIDENT
From the President of the SVARC:

As I was planning the first work detail to begin the painting of the clubhouse I couldn’t
stop thinking about a letter I read awhile back from a president of another club. It hit
home in some ways with me. Please read it carefully:

“What is “good amateur practice”, and how can it affect us? Over the years, | have had many of my
Technician license students ask me this question. | have responded with a few examples and described it as
generally behaving in a manner that would not offend the average grandpatemtever, | have never

really examined the question myself, until now.

| found a good article in QST, titled: “Good Amateur Practice” Means Never Having to Say you're Sorry,
dated October 9, 2002. In the article, Riley Hollingsworth is quoted: “Good amateur practice is a hard
thing to define... I'd have to say it's operating with the realization that frequencies are shared, that there’s
going to be occasional interference and that's no reason to become hateful and parambid.article

pretty much said that good amateur practices amount to being a good neighbor when one the air and gave
several good examples.

But what about when we are off of the air? Does this concept change each time we un-key the
microphone? | like to think not, but | have found several in the amateur community who apparently
disagree.

Many of our friends, family, neighbors, and even complete strangers recognize us as Amateur Radio

operators, regardless of our surroundings. They see the radios, the antennas and other trappings of a ham
radio operator and know that is what we are. But, what else do they see? Do they see a helpful neighbor?
Do they see community service? Do they see a friendly person pursuing a hobby? Do they see us providing
essential communications?

Or do they see something entirely different?

| am concerned about the latter. | believe that what we do off-of-the-air is having a greater effect on the
ham radio community than what we do on the air. For instance, we are in a constant struggle with zoning
regulations. Several of us have gone before elected officials to plead our cases, yet, what do they perceive
of us?

| know of several people who are marginally civil on the air, but less than civil behind the scenes.
Unfortunately, elected officials and representative of served agencies see this and wonder if we (hams) are
always difficult and unfriendly. To be honest, | have found it difficult to tolerate some of the boorish
behavior | have experienced from other local hams, From time to time, | have been tempted to respond to
bad behavior in kind, but recognize that such a response would only hurt the whole Amateur Radios
community.

Fortunately, we have a Board of Directors that keeps me in check, ensuring that these episodes do not
reflect badly on the Palomar Amateur Radio Club. | believe that our Board Members do a great job of
using “good amateur practice” when off the air. Thanks to our Board, PARC has never had to say we are
“sorry”.



If we are attacking each other, rather that finding common ground for the good of the community, we will
all lose sight of common goals, rather than gain grounds in our attempts to do the right thing.

The next time you have a disagreement with another person, regardless of who they are, please remember
that others are watching how you present yourself, your position and our community”.

Steve Early
President,
Palomar Amateur Radio Club

This article is very true today; we are a special group of people and in a lot of ways
people look up to us. Please remember non-hams enjoy listing to us daily on their
scanners so let’s not let them get the wrong impression. The Board is working to
improve our Club in many different ways, please work with us. Thank You.

Jim S.... KC8TYS

That is it for this month. Please help with you ideas thoughts and feedback
The best to all ...Jim... KD§BWV
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